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Our History
The work of the Jewish Heritage Fund for Excellence honors the legacy from which it came
and represents the rich history and dedication of Louisville’s Jewish Community.
In 1903, a group of Jewish physicians who were denied staff privileges elsewhere formed
Jewish Hospital to provide quality care and comfort to the sick, particularly to immigrants and
indigents. By the end of the 20th century, Jewish Hospital would become a world leader in
both artificial heart and hand transplant surgery.
As a result of the hospital merger between Jewish Hospital & St. Mary’s HealthCare and the
Saint Joseph Health System in 2012, the Jewish Heritage Fund for Excellence (JHFE) was
formed to carry on the legacy of Jewish Hospital through philanthropy. Over the course of
three short years, JHFE has invested more than $7.1 million in grants, funding world-class
medical research and providing support for the Louisville Jewish community.

2014 Highlights – At a Glance
Endowment as of 12/31/14:

$104.3 million

Total grant funding:

$2,031,035

Grants by Funding Priority:
Medical/Health:

$325,000

Jewish Identity & Community:

$246,462

Creating Sustainability within the Jewish Community:

$483,438

Education:

$592,037

Senior Adult Jewish Services:

$382,398

Education
Creating Sustainability within the Jewish Community
Senior Adult Jewish Services
Medical/Health
Jewish Identity & Community

Strategic Plan Summary
In 2013, the JHFE Board of Trustees undertook a strategic planning process to further refine its
funding priorities. Based upon community input and national research the plan will enable JHFE
to make high-impact philanthropic investments that further its mission, vision and values.
Mission: JHFE is dedicated to excellence, characterized by improving health and fostering a
strong, vibrant Jewish community.
Vision: Metropolitan Louisville and the surrounding region will be a community of excellence,
characterized by improved health, world-class medical research and a robust, dynamic Jewish
community.
Core Values: Heritage, Integrity, Innovation, Collaboration
Grant Overview
JHFE has two grant-making programs: the Medical/Health Grants program and the Jewish
Community Excellence Grants program. Through the newly completed strategic planning
process, the JHFE Board identified four funding priorities within each of these programs.
The Medical/Health Grants program is designed to support projects that produce measurable
outcomes in one of the following funding priorities:
• Medical Research
• Medical Education
• Health Outcomes
• Health Policy
The Jewish Community Excellence Grants program supports projects that produce
measurable outcomes in one of the following outcome areas:
• Jewish Community and Identity
• Sustainability
• Education
• Senior Jewish adult services

Medical Grants
The JHFE Medical/Health Grants program primarily supports translational research and
innovation broadly anchored in health care. Proposals for research that facilitates the
translation of findings from basic science to practical applications and projects focused on
health outcomes, medical education, and healthcare policy are eligible for funding.

2014 Medical Grant Highlights
Greater Louisville Project: Building a Healthier Louisville: $25,000
When the Greater Louisville Project (GLP) launched in 2003, it partnered with the Brookings
Institution to issue a report comparing Louisville’s strengths and weaknesses against fourteen
peer cities. Since that time, the GLP has used research and data analysis to release numerous
annual and special reports around three Deep Drivers of Change—education, jobs and quality
of place. Today, the organization continues to share its findings around these three “Deep
Drivers of Change” with community leaders to fulfill its mission of transforming Louisville into
a more competitive, top-tier American city.
In 2013, the Greater Louisville Project released “Building a Healthier Louisville,” a special
report that shared Louisville’s most challenging health factors and highlighted sharp
disparities between neighborhoods. Louisville ranked 10th in overall health among 15th peer
cities, and the GLP called on local leaders to develop a shared agenda to improve health
outcomes and the overall quality of life in the community.
JHFE joined the consortium of local foundations that support the Greater Louisville Project in
2014. This funding will help stakeholders collaborate and determine the “most strategic ways
to improve community health, build alignment around a shared goal and metrics, and present
a plan of collective action.”
New Medical/Health Approach for 2015
The JHFE Grants Committee spent much of 2014 working in tandem
with JHFE’s strategic planning process to develop a new approach to
the Medical/Research Grants program. The changes to the process,
implemented in 2015, will allow the committee to invite research proposals
from a wider variety of disciplines and provide more avenues through
which JHFE can have a greater impact on overall community health.
The design of the new approach includes a community-wide “Call for

Health Related Proposals,” soliciting one-page letters of intent for
funding requests that focus on translational research and innovation
broadly anchored in healthcare. After reviewing the letters of intent,
the Committee will select the ideas they wish to see developed into full
research proposals.
JHFE looks forward to expanding its Medical/Research Grants program
and increasing the number of community partners with which it works.

Seven Counties/University of Louisville Child and Adolescent
Psychiatry Fellowship Program: $300,000
For more than two decades, the University of Louisville Medical School and Seven Counties
Services (SCS) have collaborated to bring quality mental healthcare services to the residents
of Kentucky. This year, JHFE funded the Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Fellowship Program,
a partnership between the two organizations that aims to produce psychiatrists that specialize
in caring for children who suffer from psychiatric disorders.

“There remains a critical shortage of child and adolescent psychiatrists throughout
Kentucky, even as the mental health needs of children and families increase. This
training program addresses this shortage.”
-Allan M. Josephson, M.D., CEO, Bingham Clinic; Professor and Chief, University
of Louisville School of Medicine, Division of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and
Psychology
There is an urgent need for these services. While one in five youth develop a mental health
disorder before they turn 18* (US Department of Health & Human Services), the United States
has only one-fourth of the 30,000 child psychiatrists it needs; there simply aren’t enough child
psychiatrists to meet the growing needs of families.
Under the supervision of SCS Chief Medical Officer Dr. Scott Hedges, the training offered
through this program helps meet the demand for competent clinicians who are able to assess
and treat children, adolescents and their families in a wide variety of settings. Residents
participating in the program are taught a holistic approach to healthcare, focusing on biological,
psychological and socio-educational factors as they treat children as whole persons.
This program aligns perfectly with JHFE’s mission to enhance human health and wellbeing
and impact the lives of people in the community. The $300,000 grant awarded to this
program will underwrite the cost of two child psychiatry fellows.

Jewish Community Excellence Grants
The Jewish Community Excellence Grants program was created as a funding source to
support the efforts of charitable organizations in the Louisville metropolitan area and the
Commonwealth of Kentucky offering programs that cultivate and help promote a vibrant Jewish
community. Grants are awarded to projects impacting one of the following funding priorities.
Funding Priorities
Culture and Identity: Jewish communities across the world have maintained a vibrant
culture while making significant societal contributions to fields including science, medicine
and the arts. Louisville’s Jewish community has continued that time-honored tradition by
providing meaningful programs and experiences for their own members as well as for the
community at large.
Education: Education has long been a central focus and primary way for the Jewish community
to transmit its beliefs, principles and religious laws. With the emphasis on Torah study, Judaism
is characterized by “lifelong learning” to be pursued by adults as well as children.
Senior Adult Services: As members of the Jewish community age, it is important to
maintain the highest level of independence, comfort and safety possible. Louisville’s Jewish
Community sustained this priority through programs that seek to improve both access and
the services themselves for Jewish seniors.
Sustainability: Many organizations, affiliates and individuals work diligently to create
sustainability within the Jewish community. Through collaboration of these thoughtful efforts,
organizations can become more financially sustainable, members of the community can
become more engaged in Jewish philanthropy, and unaffiliated Jews can find a place within
the community where they feel comfortable and connected.

UL Endowed Chair - Ranen Omer Sherman
Last year, JHFE awarded $1.15 million to the University of Louisville to
assist in establishing an endowed chair in Judaic studies in the College of
Arts and Sciences. In August of 2014, Dr. Ranen Omer-Sherman accepted
the position with the charge to raise awareness of Judaism’s religious and
cultural heritage through the creation of an annual lecture series and other
related programs.

Dr. Omer-Sherman has accomplished a great deal during his first year of
service, including the successful commencement of the Jewish Heritage
Fund for Excellence Lecture series. Additionally, he has focused on
enlarging the department’s curriculum offerings and establishing a Jewish
Studies Minor, starting Spring 2015.

2014 Excellence Grants

University of Kentucky JHFE Scholars: $85,000
University of Kentucky Oral History: $206,475
The Jewish Studies program at the University of Kentucky has made huge strides in recent
years, and a new scholarship program funded by an $85,000 grant from JHFE will provide more
scholarship opportunities for students seeking to minor in the program. Additionally, JHFE has
committed $206,475 to fund the Jewish Kentucky Oral History Collection Project, a unique
undergraduate opportunity for students selected to participate in the JHFE Scholars program.
“We are absolutely thrilled to continue to expand the program’s reach and to embark
on this partnership with JHFE.”
-Janice Fernheimer, director of Jewish Studies and University of Kentucky
“Students selected for scholarships will have the chance to work closely with a mentor in
Jewish studies, gain access to primary materials through a unique undergraduate research
experience, and strengthen our knowledge of Kentucky’s Jewish heritage,” said Janice
Fernheimer, director of the Jewish Studies program.
Through the Jewish Kentucky Oral History Collection Project, JHFE Scholars will participate in
collecting, preserving and making accessible oral histories from individuals within Lexington
and Louisville’s Jewish communities. This project not only provides the scholarship recipients
with an opportunity to participate in research as undergraduates, but will also highlight more
than 100 years of Jewish history and traditions and promote the rich Jewish culture that still
exists in Kentucky today.
Jewish Preschool Scholarships: $75,000
Louisville is home to several highly regarded and well-established Jewish preschools that have
served both the Jewish and the broader community for many years. JHFE is proud to have
supported the JCC Early Childhood Education Center, Adath Jeshurun Preschool, Keneseth
Israel Preschool, and the Temple Trager Early Childhood Education Center in the past.
In 2014, JHFE committed $75,000 to support the efforts of these organizations in working
collaboratively to ensure all children can begin their schooling at a quality preschool program.
These funds help alleviate the financial burden of early childhood education and prevent
families from being unable to participate due to insufficient means.
This year, 61 families were awarded financial aid through the Louisville JHFE Preschool
Scholarships program.

Florence Melton School of Adult Jewish Learning: $22,000
The Florence Melton School of Adult Jewish Learning, hosted at Adath Jeshurun, is a
collaborative educational program between the Jewish Community of Louisville and
the community’s congregations. The curriculum offered is designed to enrich students’
Jewish cultural literacy, enhance their appreciation for Jewish learning, and foster a better
understanding of ritual observance, prayer, holiday celebration, and organized communal
involvement.
With $22,000 in funding from JHFE, the Florence Melton School has seen increased enrollment
that far exceeded expectations. Deborah Slosberg, director of the school, was one of two
teachers recognized with the prestigious “Director Certification Award,” which she traveled
to Jerusalem to accept for her accomplishments as the Louisville Melton Executive Director.
The program was recognized as a national trailblazer because of the unique collaboration and
partnerships in the community.
Community-wide Transportation Coordination: $181,827
Jewish Family and Career Services (JFCS) and the Jewish Community of Louisville (JCL) have
long provided quality services to Louisville’s Jewish seniors and adults with disabilities. Seniors
are one of the fastest growing segments of the population, and a lack of services—like easy,
accessible and affordable transportation—can prevent some seniors from maintaining the most
independence possible.
JHFE awarded a $181,827 grant to support a new collaborative effort between JFCS and the
JCL to create Joy!Ride, an affordable door-to-door transportation service for Jewish seniors and
adults with disabilities. This service is available for general errands and activities, medical and
personal appointments, in addition to providing transportation to Jewish community activities.
Through engaging and collaborating with other Jewish agencies, including Chavurat Shalom
and each of the synagogues, Joy!Ride has been able to have a greater impact on the patrons it
serves. For additional information about this program, call (502) 333-8342.

Kentucky Center for the Arts: $48,500
One important part of JHFE’s Jewish Education funding priority is Holocaust education. With
the support of a $48,500 Excellence Grant from JHFE, The Kentucky Center for the Arts (KCA)
launched an incredibly successful pilot project titled “Anne Frank: Bearing Witness.” Through
this program, Jewish and non-Jewish students at four local schools were deeply engaged
and profoundly as they studied Anne Frank’s timeless memoir through a powerful approach,
integrating arts and literature.
The Kentucky Center for the Arts partnered with Brown University’s Arts Literacy Project,
which has received national acclaim for its arts-infused approach to teaching literature to
middle and high school students, as well as the University of Louisville, StageOne Family
Theatre, Jefferson County Public Schools, St. Francis of Assisi School and the Center for
Holocaust & Humanity Education.

Teachers from Noe Middle, Western Middle, Jefferson County Traditional Middle and St.
Francis of Assisi schools were provided with training on Best Practices in Holocaust education
and assistance in developing an arts-based curriculum as they teach about The Diary of Anne
Frank in their schools.
Students at the four schools were given the charge to create a project, incorporating excerpts
from Anne Frank’s diary with their own artistic responses answering the following question:
What is important enough for me to bear witness in my life?
Their culminating projects, presented in March of 2015, highlighted the success of the program,
which Jamner says the KCA hopes is just the beginning.
“We believe… that this pilot project will serve as a national model and make a significant
contribution to education in the arts, literacy, and Holocaust studies for generations to come.”
-Jeffrey Jamner, Senior Director, School Programs, The Kentucky Center for Performing Arts
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