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The Jewish Heritage Fund for Excellence is a Louisville-based grant-making organization 
working to improve health, invest in innovative medical research and foster a vibrant Jewish 
Community.

Since its formation in 2012, JHFE has given almost $15 million in grants supporting innovative 
medical research, community health and the Louisville Jewish Community. 

Core Values: Heritage, Integrity, Innovation, Collaboration 

Mission: JHFE is dedicated to excellence, characterized by improving health and fostering a 
strong, vibrant Jewish community.

Vision: Metropolitan Louisville and the surrounding region will be a community of excellence, 
characterized by improved health, world-class medical research and a robust, dynamic Jewish 
community.

Introduction



Endowment as of 12/31/16:  $104.3 million
Total grant funding:  $3,971,899

Grants by Funding Priority:

Medical Research/Community Health Grant
Medical Research  $1,015,069
Health Outcomes $873,412
Jewish Community Excellence Grants
Jewish Education $619,985
Creating Sustainability $590,680
Jewish Community & Identity $380,253
Campaign FY 16 & FY 17 $300,000
Senior Services/Aging $145,000

Sponsorships $37,500
Other (Give Local) $10,000

2016 Highlights – At a Glance

Medical Research 
Health Outcomes
Jewish Education
Creating Sustainability
Jewish Community & Identity
Campaign FY 16 & FY 17
Senior Services/Aging
Sponsorships
Other (Give Local)



The JHFE Medical/Health Grants program has historically supported translational research 
and innovation broadly anchored in health. This year, the Grants Committee broadened 
the scope of this program to include community health initiatives, in addition to traditional 
research.

2016 Medical Grants Highlights
Iroquois Urban Farm Project ($100,000) 

In partnership with KentuckyOne Health and facilitated by Ivor Chadkowski 
and the Food Literacy Project, The Iroquois Urban Farm Project was able to 
convert a vacant field, formerly the Iroquois housing project, into an urban 
farm. This urban farm will be used to test the economic viability of a farm-
to-hospital-table concept in order to make food available to patients and 
visitors at the nearby hospital, employ local farmers, and support a new 
market for small area growers.

Health Equity Fund ($50,000)

The City of Louisville was one of seven cities to earn the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
2016 Culture of Health Prize. One of the many benefits from the prize included a $25,000 
grant which the Community Foundation of Louisville has used to establish a Health Equity 
Fund. This fund will be used to respond to the community’s areas of greatest disparity with 
evidence-based programs administered by grassroots individuals and organizations over 
the next two to three years. As a key partner, the Jewish Heritage Fund for Excellence 
contributed $50,000 to support these efforts and grow the fund to the goal of $250,000.

Medical Grants

Grant Program Funding Priorities

The Medical/Health Grants is designed to support projects that produce outcomes in one of the following 
funding priorities: Medical Research, Medical Education, Health Outcomes, and Health Policy.

The Jewish Community Excellence Grants program supports projects impacting one of the following 
outcome areas: Jewish Community and Identity, Sustainability, Education, Senior Jewish adult 
services.



New Roots: Creating a Culture of Local Food and Food Justice
in the Jewish Community of Louisville ($42,965)

The purpose of this project was “to unite communities 
to spread food justice and the local food movement in 
our community, and make this a priority in the Jewish 
Community of Louisville.” New Roots was able to pilot the 
first Fresh Stop Market at a JCC, which quickly became 
one of the most successful markets in the region. Through 
cutting edge programming centered on interfaith and Jewish 
dinners and workshops, New Roots was able to engage a 
wide variety of community members, both within the Jewish 
community and without.

Smoketown Family Wellness Center Community Room ($100,000)

Although the Smoketown neighborhood is working through 
a strong revitalization, health issues continue to be very 
apparent. According to SFWC, “A child born in Smoketown 
can expect to live 14 years less than if he or she was 
born in St. Matthews.” Also, sixty percent of children in 
the Smoketown neighborhood are raised in poverty. The 
Smoketown Family Wellness Center will empower families to 
make healthy choices early in life in order to prevent chronic 
disease. The Center’s holistic, community-based approach 
will foster a healthy environment in which children will have 
the opportunity to grow up healthy in body and mind. The 
Jewish Heritage Fund for Excellence was a lead funder in 2016 with a $100,000 grant to help 
fund community space for educational programming and community health activities.



Clinical Researchers at the University of Louisville (Granted $1,225,031)

Granting over $1 million, The Jewish Heritage Fund for Excellence was able to support 
several major research initiatives through the University of Louisville during 2016. The 
research projects supported were the following:

• Implementation of the Community Care Management Network: A Study of Practice 
Changes, Individual Experience, and Organizational Collaboration ($14,962)

• Using Health Literacy Outreach & Education to Improve Utilization & Health 
Outcomes in West Louisville – Phase 2 ($195,000)

• Regenerative Organ Engineering Using Genome Edited Induced Pluripotent Stem 
Cells ($250,000)

• Microvascular Dysfunction in Women’s Hearts: A novel Diagnosis and Treatment 
Regime ($352,399)

• New Approaches to Overcome Malignant Brain Tumors ($112,670)
• Griffithsin-Based Nanocarries for the Prevention and Treatment of Viral Infections 

($300,000)

Microvascular Dysfunction in Women’s Hearts:
A Novel Diagnosis and Treatment Regime ($352,399)

Women are five times more affected by a coronary microvascular dysfunction, called 
microvascular angina, than men. Women with this condition will have a greater risk for a 
sudden cardiac event, declining quality of life, and repeated hospitalizations or tests. Many 
times, women with symptoms are not being referred to cardiovascular specialists, thus 
not receiving treatment. The current test for this dysfunction is invasive and expensive, so 
principle investigators Amanda J. LeBlanc, Ph.D. and James B. Hoying, Ph.D. are creating a 
non-invasive diagnostic test that will improve microvascular/small vessel function using an 
animal model of coronary microvascular dysfunction.

Since JHFE’s initial grant, this project was ranked by the scientific review panel in the top 4th 
percentile. It received $1.86 million over the next 5 years which began on March 1, 2017. 
This national grant expands on the initial efforts funded by the Jewish Heritage Fund for 
Excellence.



Community Health Expansions

In 2016, the Jewish Heritage Fund for Excellence set out to create specific guidelines 
to implement a community health giving direction to the organization. JHFE will award 
approximately $1 million in community health grants in 2017. The Greater Louisville 
Project serves as a valuable tool moving forward in the community health direction. They 
have identified a variety of factors impacting Louisville’s poor health outcomes relative to 
peer cities: health behaviors, clinical care, social and economic factors, and the physical 
environment. All funding requests must clearly identify measurable
health related outcomes related to one of those four factors.

Jewish Community Excellence Grants
The Jewish Community Excellence Grants program was created as a funding source to 
support the efforts of charitable organizations in the Louisville metropolitan area and the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky offering programs that cultivate and help promote a vibrant 
Jewish community. JHFE focuses on four main funding priorities: Culture and Identity, 
Education, Senior Adult Services, and Sustainability.

2016 Excellence Grant Highlights
Community Forum on Pluralism in Israel ($14,655)

The Jewish Heritage Fund for Excellence funded a Community Forum on Pluralism in Israel 
for $14,655 through the Jewish Community of Louisville. This event created an opportunity 
for community members to have a dynamic conversation about Israel’s religious pluralism with 
leaders of the Conservative and Reform movements in Israel. Yizhar Hess and Rabbi Gilad 
Kariv came to Louisville for this event.



Deborah Lipstadt Scholar in Residence ($10,675)

The Jewish Heritage Fund for Excellence contributed $10,675 for Keneseth Israel to bring 
in Deborah Lipstadt. Author, Emory Professor, consultant, and a two-term appointed United 
State Holocaust Memorial Council member under President Bill Clinton, Deborah Lipstadt 
was able to provide great expertise to the Louisville Community around Holocaust education. 
Deborah was also able to speak about her experiences portrayed in a new film History on 
Trial: My Day in Court with a Holocaust Denier.

Capacity Building Approach for Jewish Partners (Invested $230,300)

In 2016, JHFE launched a new initiative as a supplement for existing programs. The Request 
for Proposals (RFP) related to capacity building initiatives came from JHFE recognizing the 
needs within the community related to organizational infrastructure. JHFE defined capacity 
building as funding and technical assistance to help deliver stronger programs, build 
connections, and innovate. The program did not include capital investment projects. JHFE 
knows that each organization is different and has different needs. The goal of this initiative 
was to provide a roadmap for the types of programs and/or services that this process will 
support and offer partner organizations the opportunity to submit a request that best fits 
their situation. The Jewish Heritage Fund for Excellence invested $230,300 in the Jewish 
Community through this capacity building initiative.



JOFEE Fellow ($50,000)

Hazon, founded in 2000, works to create a healthier and more sustainable Jewish community 
and world for all. Through Hazon, the JOFEE Fellowship was created to “invigorate the Jewish 
educational landscape by seeding Jewish communities with a cadre of outstanding Jewish 
Outdoor, Food, and Environmental Educators.” This year long fellowship, hosted within the 
Jewish Community of Louisville, implemented multiple 
programs around topics such as gardening, food justice, 
composting, and viewing the natural world through a 
Jewish lens. A major component of the JOFEE Fellow’s 
work through the JCL is in conjunction with New 
Roots’ Fresh Stop that also began at the JCL in 2016 
and is now the largest Fresh Stop offered in the city of 
Louisville. In about four months’ time, the JCL JOFEE 
Fellow was able to engage a total of 625 people across 
all ages. This year’s JOFEE Fellow is Michael Fraade.

JFCS: Implementing Engagement Strategies for Increased Impact ($68,000)

The Jewish Heritage Fund for Excellence contributed $68,000 in support of the Jewish Family 
and Career Services initiative to implement effective engagement efforts. Through utilizing 
learnings on engagement, JFCS was able to develop more strategic communication strategies 
using metrics, data, technology, and social media. The ultimate goal of this initiative was to 
increase involvement of people in the Louisville Jewish Community at JFCS as volunteers, 
leaders, and participants.

JCL Yachad Camp ($15,000)

The goal of Yachad is to enable Jewish and non-Jewish children with 
communication-spectrum disorders, ages two to ten years old, to attend 
summer camp alongside their peers. In the summer 2016 camp session, the 
Yachad program was able to provide 35 unique campers over 3,185 camper 
hours of either one-on-one Advocate services or Advocate Assistant services. 
Through adults acting as mentors, allowing the child’s natural curiosity to 
direct his/her camp experience through choice, and promoting respect for all 
things and all people, Yachad was able to create a conducive environment for 
the success of this program.



The work of the Jewish Heritage Fund for Excellence honors the legacy from which it came 
and represents the rich history and dedication of Louisville’s Jewish Community. 

In 1903, a group of Jewish physicians who were denied staff privileges elsewhere formed 
Jewish Hospital to provide quality care and comfort to the sick, particularly to immigrants and 
indigents. By the end of the 20th century, Jewish Hospital would become a world leader in 
both artificial heart and hand transplant surgery. 

In February 2010, the Louisville Jewish Community Excellence Grants program was launched. 
Through that program, nearly $350,000 in funding was provided to local Jewish communal 
agencies and religious institutions.

As a result of the hospital merger between Jewish Hospital & St. Mary’s HealthCare and the 
Saint Joseph Health System in 2012, the Jewish Heritage Fund for Excellence (JHFE) was 
formed to carry on the legacy of Jewish Hospital through grant-making. Over the course of 
the five short years since then, JHFE has invested more than $14.5 million in grants, funding 
world-class medical research and providing support for the Louisville Jewish community.

Our History
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