
 

 

Medical Research Funding Guidelines 

JHFE is committed to advancing biomedical research in Louisville. Given that funding from the 
NIH is essential to maintaining a critical mass of research infrastructure and investigators with 
diverse skills, the researchers and physicians on the Grants Committee identified two key 
outcome areas for medical research funding: attracting external funding and recruiting new talent 
in the field of biomedical research. With these outcomes in mind, it is recommended that the 
Grants Committee entertain requests during the current year to support the following: 

• Bridge grants: A block grant to be administered by the University of Louisville that will 
support grants to enhance proposals that scored well but need additional work to become 
competitive on a national level. The goal of these grants is to maintain and increase 
extramural funding. 

• Startup funds for new research scientists: Startup packages to assist new recruits in 
obtaining what they need to start their research career. This funding brings new talent to 
Louisville and builds research infrastructure. Only recruits who will transfer extramural 
funding to the University of Louisville would be eligible for JHFE funds.  Preferred areas 
of research are oncology, cardiology, public health and neuro-rehabilitation. 

• Support for new instrumentation: Funding would support the acquisition of state of the 
art equipment with a documented need by multiple NIH-funded investigators working in 
the fields of oncology, cardiology, public health and neuro-rehabilitation. Requests must 
include a plan for covering continued costs, including maintenance and/or staff needs.  

A number of other programs were considered, but were not considered to have sufficient priority 
to be funded in the current year, including endowed chairs and endowed professorships, support 
for faculty with training awards (K Awards and COBRE pilot projects, and the M.D./Ph.D. 
program. As resources grow, the committee may re-evaluate those programs, to determine their 
potential contribution to the JHFE mission.  

All requests would come from the Vice President for Health Affairs and would include a 
justification for the amount requested.  


